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Premier Kathy Dunderdale
premier@gov.nl.ca
 
 
Dear Premier Dunderdale
 
I am approaching you in the hope and belief that you will do what others with whom I
have had contact will not, specifically to intervene to protect the many innocent children
who have been willfully placed at risk at the  Newfoundland and Labrador Sports Centre in
St. John’s, Newfoundland.
 
For more than two years Raymond Gareth Stanford, a convicted child molester and former
teacher, has been on staff at the NLSC.  I have documented what information I have on
this situation on my website, including a letter received from Dr. Pat Parfery (Chair of the
Board of Directors).  Dr. Parfery contacted me I contacted the Director of Recreation and
sports Division of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recr4eation.  The information can
be accessed here: http://www.theinquiry.ca/wordpress/misc/prominent-non-clerical-
catholics-charged-sued-or-accused/stanford-raymond-gareth-stanford/.  I have also, for
your convenience, attached two of the relevant documents.
 
I am amazed and quite frankly dumb-founded that, in a city which has been rent asunder
by sex abuse scandals, this man was hired and continues to work in a facility frequented by
children and youth. 
 
I do not for a moment accuse Mr. Stanford of molesting any of the children with whom he
has contact at the centre, but my experience tells me that it is unwise to put children at risk.
Even if it means giving a convicted sexual predator ‘another chance.’  we can not and
should never take a chance on the safety and well being of children.  The horror stories
emanating from the Catholic Church and other institutions around the globe remind us
time and again that there is no assurance that a molester will not molest again:  they also
remind us of the deleterious and long-term impact of sexual abuse on a child.  I must add
that the fact that Mr. Stanford is essentially employed as a janitor does not in any way
negate his ability to gain access to, groom and /or molest a child while he is at work.
 
This facility reports to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Recreation.  I implore you as
the premier of the province, and for the safety and well-being of children from across the
province who frequent the centre, to take action. 
 
Yours truly,
 
Sylvia MacEachern
Sylvia’s Site
613- -
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Subject: Newfoundland  and  Labrador Sports Centre


Dear Ms. MacEachern:


I am responding to your email request, sent yesterday to Mr. Jim Tee, Director of the


Recreation and Sport Division.


We have provided answers to your first two questions regarding the Provincial


Government’s involvement in the  Newfoundland  and Labrador Sports Centre. We have


also sent your request to Dr. Pat Parfrey, Chair of the Board of Directors of the


 Newfoundland  and Labrador Sports Centre. He will respond directly to you with regards


to your other questions.


Question 1: Is the Newfoundland and Labrador Sports Centre in St. John’s


owned and/or operated by the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador?


The  Newfoundland  and Labrador Sports Centre is a training facility for provincial and


Canada Games athletes who are members of provincial sports organizations. The Sports


Centre is a corporation, reporting to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Recreation.


Question 2: Does the Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation have


any jurisdiction over the Newfoundland and Labrador Sports Centre?


Although the Provincial Government has a representative on the Board of Directors, the


corporation operates at arms-length in terms of daily operations and the hiring of staff, and


in partnership with Sport Newfoundland and Labrador, the Swilers Rugby Club, and the


City of  St. John’s.
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We hope this information adequately answers the questions you have regarding the


Provincial Government’s involvement with the  Newfoundland  and Labrador Sports


Centre.


Sincerely,


Diana Quinton, ABC


Director of Communications


Tourism, Culture and Recreation


Government of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador


709-729-0928 


 ………………………………………………………………………….


From: Tee, Jim [mailto:Jim.Tee@gov.nl.ca]


Sent: November-03-11 3:38 PM


To: sylvia.maceachern@sympatico.ca


Subject: Re: Nefoundland and Labrador Sports Centre


Dear Ms. MacEachern,


I have forwarded your email to our Director of Communications. Tks


Sent Via BlackBerry 
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From: Sylvia <xxxxx>


To: Tee, Jim


Sent: Thu Nov 03 15:19:22 2011


Subject: Nefoundland and Labrador Sports Centre


Dear Mr. Tee,


I am a free lance journalist in the  Ottawa  area. I left a message on you answer machine


earlier today.


I have been advised that a convicted child molester and former teacher, Raymond Gareth


*Gary” Stanford, is currently in the employ of the Newfoundland & Labrador Sports


Centre in St. John’s and has been working there for some time, perhaps two years. I have


sent an email to Mr. Rod Snow, the Facility Manage at the centre regarding this


troublesome situation and have not as yet received a reply.


I have several questions which I hope you can answer


(1) Is the Newfoundland & Labrador Sports Centre in St. John’s  owned and/or operated


by the  Newfoundland  and Labrador Provincial government?


(2) Does the Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation have any jurisdiction over


the Newfoundland & Labrador Sports Centre?


(3) Are facilities such as the Newfoundland & Labrador Sports Centre which cater to all age


groups including children and youth required to do criminal background checks before
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hiring?


(4) Are facilities such as the Newfoundland & Labrador Sports Centre which cater to all age


groups including children and youth required to do Vulnerable Sector Checks before


hiring?


(5) Would you please [confirm] that Mr. Stanford is indeed working at the sports centre


and tell me when he was hired


Any assistance you can provide is greatly appreciated,


Yours truly,


Sylvia MacEachern


xxx-xxx-xxxx
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