
participated at the opening school celebrations 
and “meet the teacher” evenings during the first 
and  second  week  of  the  month  at  our  local 
schools. Bible study, RCIA and CIC programs 
have  all  started  again.  To  better  facilitate 
learning,  Deacon  José  from  St.  John  Bosco 
parish  has  volunteered  to  teach  our  teenagers 
journeying  in  the  RCIA  separately  from  the 
adults.  On September  20 and 21,  Fr.  Richard 
Authier  stopped  at  St.  Dominic  Parish  for  a 
pastoral visit on his way back from California 
and Surrey. We really tried to “fatten him up” 
by feeding him here Saturday evening at a St. 
Vincent  de Paul  potluck and then taking  him 
over  to  St.  John Bosco  for  a  perogy supper! 
Our youth minister has been busy with training 
sessions  and a  weekend retreat  for  the  youth 
team volunteers. The CWL ladies baked many 
pies the last week of September and sold them 
here  on  the  weekend  along  with  having  a 
coffee/Tim  Bit  social  after  all  Masses.  The 
parish  office  is  currently  preparing  for  the 
upcoming  First  Reconciliation  registration 
meeting.

St.  John  Bosco  Parish. September  12-24 
Pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land:  “It  is  right  to  
give thanks and praise.” These words from the 
Preface of the Mass are appropriate to express 
the  feeling  of  joy  at  the  return  from  the 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. We walked in the 
footsteps of Jesus from Nazareth to Golgotha. 
We  had  a  knowledgeable  guide  who  pointed 
out places and history from the Old and New 
Testaments.  We celebrated  Mass  in  the  most 
meaningful  churches:  the  Holy  Family  in 
Nazareth,  the new church above the house of 
St.  Peter in Capernaum, on Mount Tabor, the 
place  of  the  transfiguration,  the  place  where 
Jesus shed tears for Jerusalem on the Mount of 
Olives  (Dominus  Flevit),  the  grotto  of  the 
shepherds in Bethlehem, the room of the Last 
Supper, and finally at Emmaus. Everywhere we 
prayed for the people of our parish, for friends 
and relatives.

INTERVIEW: Father George Harkins, SDB

What can you tell  us about your family and 
youth?

I was born on June 1, 1942, at St Joseph’s 
hospital in St. John, N.B., and baptized on June 
9  at  the  Immaculate  Conception  Cathedral, 
where  my  mother  (a  convert  from 
Anglicanism)  married  my father  on  June  24, 
1941.  Our home parish was  Saints  Peter  and 
Paul in the west end of the city. I attended St. 
Peter’s  Boys  School  from 1948 to  1950.  My 
dad, who was a diesel mechanic with the SMT 
bus  line,  was  transferred  from  St.  John  to 
Sherbrooke,  Quebec,  during  the  summer  of 
1950  to  work  for  the  Quebec  Central  bus 
company. From 1950 to 1955 (grades 3 to 7) I 
attended  St.  Patrick’s  Academy  under  the 
direction  of  the  Presentation  Brothers  of 
Ireland;  they  advocated  and  applied  the 
repressive  method  of  education  by  using  the 
strap and the rod for discipline. 
 
Is  it  in  Sherbrooke  that  you  first  met  the  
Salesians?

Yes, indeed. In 1955 the Salesians arrived 
at St. Patrick’s High School under the capable 
leadership of Fr. Paul Avallone and of Fr. Ted 
Ciampi.  What  a  contrast  between  educational 
methods!  The  Salesians  and  lay  staff  created 
wonderful rapport with everyone. We came to 
know St. John Bosco and believed that he lived 
on in the person of Fr. Hector Carnevale,  our 
confessor.

I had a very peaceful and happy childhood. 
I  loved  school  and  I  had  a  facility  with 
languages.  I  was  involved with  the  school 
council as well as with the St. Dominic Savio 
Club,  Blessed  Sacrament  Sodality,  and 
Immaculate Conception Sodality. I was also an 
altar server for ten years at St. Patrick’s Parish. 
The fact that we had a school Mass every day 
with the opportunity for confession helped me 
greatly to weather my adolescence. In addition, 
my  involvement  in  dramatics,  basketball, 


