March 22, 2007

Jusace G. Normand Glaude
Commuissioner
Comwall Public Inquury

Mr. Commissioner:

I have been following with great interest, the senes of cvents thar have unfolded at your
inquiny following my decision {and subscquent medical approval) not to appear ar the inquiry
for the purpose of cross examinaon by lawvers representing several agencices associated
with myv casc. After reading the latest ransenpt (March 1) and, after having recenved a copy
of a letter forwarded to my artorney from the vicuoms’ rights lawyer indicaung that there has
been some agreement reached by the various lawyers who wash to cross examine me in
terms of how to proceed in my zbsence, | was compelled to write this letter,

There is a defimte need to vigorously defend my nghts as 2 witness to the inquiry and to put
a stop to what I percesve 1s an abuse of the rights of victims like myself by lawyers who are
somewhat overzealous in their attempts to defend the interests of their clients.

[ have two major concerns regarding my casc. The first involves a decision to show a two
hour videotape of 2 police statement given by me 10 1994 that goes into explicit detail
concerning the sexual abuse I endured by several individuals. | understand that the lawyer
represeating the OPP s intending to show this tape n its enarety putting me and my life
story out in full public display. He claims the purpose is to show that the nstitunonal
response by the OPP was professional, contradicting what he claims is my allegarion that
this interview formed the basis for my ongoing lack of trust in this parucular insatution. My
distrust of any police force goes way back before 1994, T can assure Mr. Kozloff this
partcular mterview only added to a distrust that [ had, and still have to this day, regarding
vanous Onmano police forces. Perhaps Mr. Kozloff can make you aware of an incident that
occurred just weeks prior to my raking the stand involving my wrongful arrest and
subscquent abuse while in a jail cell, by manner of a tascr, that resulted 1n a mad dash in the
back of an OPP cruiser to the hospital and resulting in an accident on the 401. Of course,
all charges against me were dropped and the OPP 1s supposedly conducting an internal
review of the inaident but do [ really expect anvone 1o come to my defenser Do I expect the
OPP 1o come clean and admit wrong doing that almost resulted in my death? Of course
not. This 1s just another 1a 2 long line of abuses over which | have no control and no
recourse. And Mr. Kozloff wonders why 1 distrust the police.

So what purpose would showing the video to the entire world have other than to embarrass
and humiliate me and my family? Have Mr. Kozloff send me a statement 1o sign that will
mndicate that this interview was not the root cause of my distrust of the police. Please do not
allow the showing of this video 1n a public inguiry.

The second concern involves the contents of the letter forwarded to my atzorney from the
vicums' nghts lawver. T am aware thar a decision has not been made as to whether my



Prm‘iuu':. testimony will stand as presented or be expunged from the recoed, The letter,
however, and pasts of the mansenpt. mdicate thar, in my abzence, the lawvers represennng
the vartous indiviiduals and instmunons that were poe able oo cross examme me wzil be
allowed 1o present the quesnons they would have asked me, had | been on the srand, as they
relate to vanous court documents and evidence mvolved in my case. ¥ farther understand
thar those same awvers will then be allowed o state, on the record, whar rhey woukd have
expected as a response from me if | was indecd present and on the srand.

Mr. Commissioner, I cannot believe that such a convoluted methiod of cross cxamimaton
would occur 1n a public inguiry. | am hopeful that the mformanon | have recerved 15
meorrect. However, if it is accurate, | would expect, at the very least, that vou would rule
this procedure 10 be tolly unaceeprable.

! can apprecrte the fact that the lawyers in question would like 1o have the oppormniny o
cross examine me. Ther would love to have the oppormunity to have me on the stand 1o np
to shreds the over fifteen vears and 1ens of thousands of pages of documentagon that has
been collected by vanous police forces, lawvers, and povermmment instutenons that have been
mvolved with my case. They would love 1o show what they beleve are the mconsistencies
and memory ’iI‘.hr..\ associated with hav ing to tell and reredl over and over again 1o a
mulrrade of sumenme svmpathenc bur more often than nor aggressive, cooss examinanon
stvle interviewers that | have been subjected ro over the last fifteen vears.

If I had the fight sull in me, [ would meet them head on; 1 would ke the stand and stae
what 1 always have stated — the truth. I would love nothunge more than to be able to state
that | know exactly who merviewed me on such and such a darc ten vears ago, whao was
present, what was said, how [ was feeling, what the weather was like that day — but [ didn’t
take nores: T wasn't grven a copy of statements very often: | rarely had legal representaton
thar was acting i my best interesrs. | admi - Towas angry — very angey: fifteen vears ago, ten
vears ago and oven roday,

I can appreciate the fact thar somcone, finally, wants wo get to the bowom of this whole
me=s. But for me, ir's oo littde and far too late, 1 battled alone, | battled wath my oan
demons while the abuse was oocurning. | barded with myself when [ rebelled in my vouth. |
battled with authonty as | grew obder and lost trust in evervone and eventhang, And now, it
appears thar | sull have 1o bantle, bur this nme those thar are supposedly m my corner;
suppaosedly there to help: to heal; to set the recond straigh,

Mr. Commassioner, what has happened here? Why have 1 been portrayed as a drugged.
mindless, incompetent individual who has lunted memorn of past evears; who may or may
not have been abused; whe is voladle and needs anger management therapy® Why am | sull
the vicrums

‘The inquary was ealled to examing nsounonal responses to alleped sexual abuses voturnng
owver a long penod of tme in Comwall and the surrounding area.  Mine is but one case, bur i
iz a prvotal case. It 15 the case that started the initial mvestganon that has subsequenthy
snowhalled inwe a massive, loose collection of data that may indeed point 1o, ar the very least,
a partern of cormapt, neffectual, and mcompetent instunitional responses o 4 pervasive and



sustermic pattern of sexual abuse in the community. Te thazr end, [ am fully awane of the
mnporance of my testimony but | am also fully aware that this 15 netr 2 mal.

1 do not believe [ was on the stand for the purpose of cross examinanon related
statements | made ten or ifteen vears ago. | believe the purpose was to comoborate that 1
did indeed make those statements; that | mdeed appeared before numerous agencies, legal
entties, and made statements to mumerous representanves of those agencies and anvone else
that was willng ws lisren o my case. I was and am fully prepared 1o confirm what | saud over
that penod of tme and 1o whom it was said. I am at a distinet disudvantape, however,
because | don’t have notes. [ don't have copies of statementz. 1 can’t remember all the
details of every meenng,

I do, however, remember every detaul of the abuses; every detal of the incomperence
inwvolved with investiganions as they evolved over the vaars, 1 was prepared to discuss those
aspects of my case. | was prepared to discuss my disillusionment and anger releted ro whar 1
perccive as an urter fallure of the insorutons that are supposedly in place to protect
ndividials like mysalf. | am not prepared, however, to rake rhe stand and have a lawver iy
1o manipulate my appearance at the ingquiry and my thousands of pages of statements in an
effort to dizcredit me or personally artack me 5o as to salvage the repumaton of his or her
clivnr.

My testimony and my satemenrs stand on thew own mene. 1f there had been a tal (which
never happened, in my opinion, due to msamnenal meompetence) | would have taken the
stand to back up what | had saad. But thes 1s not 2 tnal “This 1s an inguiry. This is
something that has been undertaken 1o mvesogare and hopefully restore public truse in
pulbslic nstitutions that, again v my opimon, have faded muserably 1o this poing In ome.

How can a lawyer answer for me® How can a lwyer know what I've been through; what |
think: how [ feel* I have not given my permussion fur anvone 1o speak for me. No one,
except possibly the other victms, can know what | have expenenced; how [ feel; the anger:
the mistruse

[ could return. 1 could take the stand. Bur for what purpose” To be held to adicule? T'o be
portraved n the media as & drugged, violent, crmmunals 1t's not worth the battle. The people
that know me, know [ speak the outh. The people thar know me, know the bes and
devepoon that was so much a part of the Comwall hierarchy for s0 many vears. The abusers
ke what they have done and wall answer to a higher authomty. 1 don’t need the gricf. |
don’t need the further abuse.

Ten vears from now, what wall be the effect of this inguiry, Yeour report will mest hkely
focus on improvements that could be made to steamline the process of nvesogatng
suspected abuse. It may smgle our various agencies and wdennfy arcas of past neglizence or
meompetence. It may even help the odd vicam of future abuse.

[t will not, however, change the fact that the sexual abusers of the past will not be held
sccountable for ther crimes. Ie wall nor provide any sense of sansfacuon for those vicums
whey knenw that their abusers walk freely i sociery. It will not make amends for the
msmrunenal abuses thar cocurred as a result of mcompetent invesogavons. [t will nor



change how | feel about the system and the injusnces 1 suffered as a result of the abuse of
powee by those wha chose to protect a nng of pedophiles rather than the chuldren thar thes
were entrusted to care for.,

And so Mr. Commussiones, | will not rerurn to rake the stand and subject myself 1o further
abuse from a panel of lasvers whose sole purpose 15 to discredit me by anv means possible
2 pusginded effort to protece the interests of either abusers or isumubons that were aware
of abuse but faled o act.

My only two regueses are to aot allow zavene to speak for me and o not show that
videotape. [f vou must expunge my resimeny, then do so. | would much prefer to see my
words disappear from the transcnpts than to have some misgwided lawyer atempt to speak
vn my behalf and bave that entered into the public record. T do se would be a grave

s,

Smcerchy,

David Silmscr






