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NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2011
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Happy New Year and all the best in 2011. I hope
the holiday season was a restful break for
everyone. It seemed to fly by quickly, and already it
seems like a distant memory.
December was a busy month. Thanks to all those
who helped with the many activities, projects, and
day to day school work. The school council
members offered amazing assistance and direction
for several important projects. Thank you for your
continued support.
Our Holiday Celebrations were a great success. I
would like to thank those who participated and all
those who helped prepare them for their fine
efforts. A huge thank you to the many people who
helped prepare for the celebrations. We received
so many positive comments about the Holiday
Carnival and your kind words are appreciated.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
those responsible for decorating around the school
for the Holiday Season. It was very festive.
As we welcome in the New Year, we also welcome
new students and families to West Dover School.
We also look forward to Kindergarten registration
this month.

Throughout this month we will continue to build on
the solid work that has been done so far since the
beginning of the school year. Our focus will
continue to be on literacy skills and integrating
inquiry-based learning in the classrooms.

This integration will include our Reggio theme of
“Worlds of Wonder”. Each classroom will interpret
that theme and apply it to a project that will be part
of the student’s learning in the months to come.
We are looking forward to seeing the results of that
learning displayed in the hall for our May Open
House.
We always welcome volunteers at West Dover
School Your assistance in the school is helpful.
There are some areas of need available. Please
feel free to call the school to volunteer. If you
haven’t volunteered before, Mrs. Nicholls will be
happy to complete the required Police Check with
you at the office.
I wish each of you and your families, health,
happiness, and joy in the New Year. We look
forward to more good things at West Dover School
in the months to come.
P.S. Spirit Week is coming soon. We will soon
announce this year’s activities. Please watch for
this news in next month’s newsletter.
If you have questions or concerns don’t hesitate to
call. I always enjoy hearing from our families.
Sincerely,
Mark Buckley

January 31

= No School All Day

JACKET RACKET

WINTER CARNIVAL
Many thanks, to the fantastic
efforts of our students and staff
for the outstanding performances and outstanding
activities during the Winter Carnival. During each
of the events we saw plenty of smiles. Heartfelt
thanks as well, are extended to the generous
contributions of the parents in our community who
participated in the Christmas Bake Sales, either by
donating baked goods or by purchasing these tasty
items and the many other fund raising activities for
the Grade 6 School Trip. The funds raised in these
sales will go towards enhancing the learning
experiences of our students and we appreciate
your generosity.

KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
2011-2012
Kindergarten at the Calgary Board of Education:
Now is the time to start thinking about opening the
door to a brighter future!
Kindergarten registration for the 2011-2012 school
year starts on Monday, January 10, 2011. A Birth
Certificate is required at the time of registration. A
child who turns 4 on or before March 1, 2011 can
start Kindergarten in the fall of 2011. Proof of
residence is also a requirement as West Dover
School will accept students from within the
designated area of this community.

TEACHER LEARNING/
ORGANIZATIONAL DAYS
Teacher Learning Days for the month of
January are as follows:
January 7, 14, 21, 28 = No school for students
in the afternoon

A small shipment of jackets in a
variety of sizes has been
generously donated by the Jacket
Racket. Should your child need a
jacket for the colder temperatures, please let the
teacher or the school office know. We will do our
best to help.

APPROPRIATE DRESS
FOR COLD
TEMPERATURES
Unless the weather is extreme all children go
outside before school or for part of the noon hour.
Some students are coming to school not dressed
for the weather conditions and then asking to stay
inside. We provide those students with warm
jackets, mitts, hats and boots from the Jacket
Racket Program and then send them outside to
play. Please send your child to school prepared for
the weather conditions.
If there is extreme weather; either cold or rainy we
keep the students inside while regularly checking
the weather conditions. If there is improvement,
then the children are sent outside to play during the
noon hour.

BOOK BAGS FOR KIDS
Sincere thanks are extended to the Calgary Board
of Education School Trustees and the numerous
corporate partners who successfully delivered
books bags to several children within our school
community. Student names were entered into a
draw and 40 lucky students received the Book
Bags in December. The students were thrilled and
excited with this wonderful gift. The gift of reading
is greatly appreciated and the generous
contributions of our Trustees and the corporate
partners will benefit our students far beyond the
Christmas season.

PARENT WEATHER
ADVISORY
The cold, windy weather is here.
Parents/guardians are strongly cautioned as
to the following:
Children should be well prepared for
extreme cold and not left unattended at
the bus stops for any period of time,
under any circumstances.
Parents/guardians should provide alternate
arrangements for their child(ren) that
provide timely shelter, if required (i.e: a
neighbour who will be at home during the
day).
If parents/guardians cannot ensure the
safety of their children to and from school
the child should be kept at home or other
arrangements
made
for
the
daily
supervision of the child.
All CBE schools will remain open to
provide a safe, warm and secure
environment for attending students.
The CBE and its chartered bus carriers always
monitor the weather for developments and will keep
parents/guardians and media informed of any
decisions.

SCHOOL
BOARDS

BULLETIN

Parents are asked to check
the bulletin boards on the wall by the east entrance
to the school for interesting information regarding
programs or services for students and families.
Information is posted on a regular basis and may
be of interest to members of our community.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
It is very important that we have
up to date information on how to
contact parents in case of an
emergency. Please contact the school to provide
us with any change of address and phone
numbers.

STUDENT LATES
It is very important that students arrive on time for
school. Valuable instructional time is lost when
students arrive even a few minutes late. Please
help your child arrive on time by ensuring they
leave home with enough time to get to school
before the bell rings. If you think
that your child may be more than
ten minutes late please call the
school to let us know that he/she is
on the way to school

ATTENDANCE
Regular attendance at school is
extremely important to the success of
your
child’s learning. Please work with your child to
ensure that he/she attends school each day and
arrives to school on time.

PARENT COUNCIL NEWS
Parent Council meetings are planned for
the second Wednesday of each month.
The next meeting is Wednesday,
January 12, at 6:30 pm.
Parent
Association will also meet following the
Parent Council.

WEST DOVER SPIRIT WEEK
March 21ST will be the kick off to
West Dover’s Spirit Week. This is a
week to encourage school spirit,
enthusiasm for our community and
school, and a celebration of our
successes at West Dover School.
Throughout the week there will be a variety of fun
themes and activities in which to participate both
individually and as a class and opportunities to win
prizes. Watch for more information in the upcoming
newsletters.

Grade 7 Late French Immersion Program
Are you interested in learning another language? Do you want a challenge?
Any Grade 6 students, parents and guardians interested in finding more about the Late French
Immersion Program for the 2011-2012 school year are welcome to attend an information meeting:
Where?

Bob Edwards School
4424 Marlborough Dr NE
Tel: 403 777-7770

When?

Thursday February 2nd 2011

Time?

7 pm (gymnasium)

Why?

Opportunity to learn about the
advantages of the program

“My 1st Ride” is a school bus orientation program for first time riders. This program is offered free of
charge to Calgary Board of Education and Calgary Catholic School Division students.
The dates for My 1st Ride are:
Saturday, May 28, 2011 at St. Cecilia School
610 Agate Cres. SE
And
Sunday, May 29, 2011 at Mount View School
2004 – 4 St. NE
The Automated phone line registration will open April 11, 2011.
The number is 403-640-8867
There will be an animated video, a slide show and a short ride on a school bus. After the bus ride,
everyone is invited back into the school to pick up handouts and have a snack. Staff from both of the
School Boards as well as Southland Transportation and First Student bus companies will be available for
questions and information.
The program will take approximately 1 – 1 ½ hours.
Posters should be delivered to all Elementary Schools this week. If you have not received yours by
January 5, please call Transportation (403-294-8290). We can resend one to you.

WEST DOVER SCHOOL
Address:
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January 2011
MONDAY

TUESDAY

January 3

January 4

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
January 10
Kindergarten
registration begins

January 11

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

January 5

January 6

January 12

January 13

FRIDAY
January 7

January 14

Parent Council &
Parent Association
Meeting 6:30 pm

January 17

January 18

January 19

January 24

January 25

January 26

January 20

January 27

January 31
PD Day – No school
for students

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND DATES
**REMINDER EVERY FRIDAY IS EARLY DISMISSAL 11:25am**

February 11th
Valentines Day Assembly
February 17 & 18th
Teachers Convention – No School for Students
February 21st
Family Day – No School for Students

January 21

January 28

