
DIOCESE OF SCRANTON 
300 WYOMING AVENUE 

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503-1279 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP November 5, 1999 

c Most Reverend Bernard Fellay 
Superior General • 
Society of St. Pius X 
Schwandegg 
6313 Menzingen 
Switzerland 

Dear Bishop Fellay, 

On March 1, 1999, I acknowledged your letter of February 10, 1999, 
assuring you of my intention to be in touch with you after I looked into 
the concern you brought to my attention. While regretting the lengthy 
delay in getting back to you, I write now to relate to you both the steps 
taken to investigate the allegations you relayed to me regarding Father 
Carlos Urrutigoity and the results of that investigation. 

Upon receipt of your letter, I personally interviewed Father 
Urrutigoity and Father Fullerton. I also reviewed the matter with the 
Independent Review Board of the Diocese of Scranton, a Board established 
to advise me in such affairs. 

As a result of this review, my Auxiliary, Bishop Dougherty, Father 
Joseph Kopacz, Vicar for Priests of the Diocese, and Attorney F.X. 
O'Connor, a highly respected Catholic attorney living in the Diocese, met 
with Bishop Williamson and Matthew Selinger in Rochester, Minnesota, 
on July 28, 1999. 

Subsequent to this interview, the information given by Matthew 
Selinger was presented to Fathers Urrutigoity, Fullerton and Ensey. 
Bishop Dougherty then conducted extensive and separate interviews with 
these priests regarding what was said by Matthew Selinger. 
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http://www.theinquiry.ca/wordpress/charged/ensey-father-eric-ensey/


Most Reverend Bernard Fellay 	 Page Two 
November 5, 1999 

c I have examined all that was said and written throughout the 
months spent on this investigation and, in my judgment, the testimony of 
all parties taken together is not conclusive. There is before me the 
accusation by Matthew Selinger, an absolute denial by Father Urrutigoity, 
and observations by knowledgeable parties regarding both this accusation 
and denial. In effect, I am left unable to ascertain the truthfulness of the 
allegations against Father Urrutigoity and, therefore, I am without the 
required certitude to take any action in his regard. 

Let me assure you that, if any information develops which will 
clarify this matter, I will welcome it and be most willing to do whatever 
is required. 

With heartfelt gratitude for your bringing this information to my 
attention and kindest personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend James C. Timlin, D.D. 
Bishop of Scranton 
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