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John Cabot Catholic Secondary School 

Student Council  
 

Student Council reps have been busy planning 
spirit activities for the John Cabot Community.  
Our council meets every Tuesday right after 
school and welcomes all volunteers.  Come by 
the Guidance Office if you would like to partici-
pate! 
 
Council reps and volunteers went a little batty 
this Hallowe’en getting all of us into the Hal-
lowe’en spirit!  They filled the stage with a mon-
ster mash of spooktacular activities.   Through-
out the lunches, students  pinned the Skull on 
the Skeleton, ran their hands through slime in 
the Mystery Box, had their faces painted and col-
lected plenty of tricks and treats.    
 
We can’t wait to see those Michael Jackson dance 
moves on display at Cabot’s first dance on No-
vember 29.  “Lights...Action....Dance!”  tickets are sold for only $5 in the cafeteria during lunch. 

 
Student Council is also planning Christ-
mas at Cabot  on Thursday December 
13 from 6pm to 8pm.  We would like to 
invite John Cabot families with children 
in junior kindergarten to grade 2 to join 
us for Christmas crafts, activities and 
carols.  Santa Claus has accepted our 
invitation and will be joining us for car-
ols and cocoa.  We hope you do too!! 
 
There are so many Student Council ac-
tivities that you can be involved with!  
From participating in lunch time spirit 
activities to planning dances and special 
events, we welcome your participation.   

You are the voice of Cabot and we 
are listening!   



“Walk by Faith” 
 

Peace be with you! It is with great joy that I reflect on all the wonderful events that have taken 
place in Chaplaincy at John Cabot Catholic Secondary School.  During the first two weeks of school, 
all grade 9 Homeroom Classes were invited to come to the Chapel for a liturgy and an orientation. All 
of the new grade nine students participated in the creation of a banner indicating this year’s school 
pastoral theme: “Walk by Faith”. This theme is the central focus of all of our pastoral initiatives this 
year and it is inspired by the Scripture passage II Corinthians 5:7. This year we celebrate a Year of 
Faith. We are reminded by Pope Benedict XVI in his Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei that this Year of Faith 
is a “summons to an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the One Savior of the 
world” (Porta Fidei 6). In other words, the Year of Faith is an opportunity for Catholics to experience a 
conversion – to turn back to Jesus and enter into a deeper relationship with Him. This is a very 
special year indeed because it is also the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican 
Council and it is also the twentieth anniversary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  
 

On September 19th, the John Cabot Catholic School community gathered together to celebrate 
our Opening Eucharistic Celebration for this school year. The celebrant of the Opening Mass was 
Father Jim Roth, the priest in residence at the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board. Many staff 
and students were involved in the preparation and celebration of the mass including altar servers, 
lectors, Eucharistic ministers, cantors, ushers and the audio-visual team. Many Student Faith 
Ambassadors, representing their homeroom classes, were involved in serving at this Eucharistic 
Celebration.  In his homily, Fr. Jim Roth related the Year of Faith to our school motto: “Faith, Hope 
and Charity”. 
 

Our school community demonstrated its outstanding generosity by building a huge mountain 
of non-perishable food items on the stage in the cafeteria. This Thanksgiving Food Drive proved to 
be a tremendous success.  The Knights’ Table volunteers are extremely grateful to the John Cabot 
Catholic School community for the generous donations of food. The food mountain became an 
important symbol during the Thanksgiving liturgies on October 5th.  We gathered together to praise 
and thank God for our many blessings.  The John Cabot faith community recognizes the importance 
to be fed both physically and spiritually.  

 
During October 15th-19th, the John 
Cabot Catholic Secondary School 
community celebrated the 
Canonization of our chapel 
patroness, Blessed Kateri 
Tekakwitha, in many ways. Prayer 
cards were distributed to each staff 
and student and each Student Faith 
Ambassador shared the highlights of 
Blessed Kateri’s life with each 
homeroom class. Artwork created by 
Ms. Melo’s and Ms. Bizzaro’s art 
classes showcased the strength and 
virtuous character of this new saint. 
On October 17th, we had a 
Celebration for the Canonization of 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha. The 
liturgical dance, under the direction 
of Ms. Fiorelli, was an outstanding 
performance of this saint’s 

perseverance and extraordinary faith. Cake was served during all the lunches to commemorate this 
special occasion.  This week of celebration culminated in the unveiling of the beautiful school mural 
of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Lily of the Mohawks. 
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All of the grade-level retreat programs provide an opportunity to build community, and partici-
pate in a prayerful experience in an alternative setting. The grade 9 retreat program takes place at St. 
Patrick’s Church and parish hall and it focuses on the theme of Media Mindfulness. Students in the 
grade 9 religion classes participate in the creation of a prayer quilt displaying their unique gifts and tal-
ents. The grade 10 Retreat program focuses on Human Sexuality and Building Healthy Relationships. 
The grade 11 Retreat program centers on the theme of The Golden Rule and it explores how the Golden 
Rule is a tool for peace and social justice. Both the grade 10 and 11 retreats take place at the Queen of 
the Apostles Renewal Center. This semester six grade 11 students will also have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a Salesian Retreat experience at the St. Francis Centre in Orangeville from November 22-24th.  
On October 19th, the grade twelve classes had the opportunity to attend a presentation by Covenant 
House on the topic of Homelessness in Toronto. The grade 12 Retreat exemplifies this year’s pastoral 
theme, “Walk by Faith” as the students are engaged in an inner-city walk in Toronto. The senior students 
“walk the talk” by feeding the homeless bagged lunches and touring the Scott Mission.  
 

There have also been three important Chaplaincy conferences this semester. The “Me to We” Con-
ference, attended by Ms. Austin and delegates of 
the Cabot Cares team, inspired students to be 
more conscious of social justice issues in the de-
veloping world. The “When Faith Meets Peda-
gogy” Conference on October 26th invited staff to 
participate in a variety of workshops on various 
pastoral and liturgical themes. The Development 
and Peace Conference hosted at Father Michael 
Goetz on November 5th, focused on the Canadian 
Catholic organization is the official Social Justice 
voice of the Canadian Catholic Church. 
 

As we continue to Walk by Faith, may we 
be mindful of the gifts God has bestowed on our 
faith community. I pray that the Lord continue to 
bless you, and keep you all in His tender loving 
care. 
Celebrating Youth in Christ,  Mrs. C. Esvelt 

Theology Department Good News! 
A Prayer for a Year of Faith 

 
O Beloved God, may this Year of Faith, called by Pope Benedict XVI, be a time of grace and re-
newed commitment for us. May it be a time to turn to You with all our hearts and embrace 
again the teachings of Your holy Catholic Church. May this year be a time to strengthen our 
personal faith and to proclaim the message of the Scriptures with joy and deep conviction. 
May it also give new impetus to the mission of the entire Church, which is to lead Your people 
to a place of conversion and especially to deeper friendship with Christ. Strengthen us, O God, 
to accomplish all these things. We ask this in Your Holy Name. Amen 


