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 Why I Joined The Oblates
 

One of our readers suggested that an article on why and how Oblates  
made the decision to enter religious life would be of interest, particularly  
for the thousands of laypersons who receive Bondings. We’ve asked several  

Oblates to respond to the question. We appreciate your feedback and  
would like to hear from more readers about future articles.

“For better or worse, I received the 
call to priesthood very early in my life. 
Once I was satisfied that I correctly 
heard and accepted the divine invita-
tion, I went forward and never turned 
away or looked back. From the begin-
ning, I thought the call was to dioce-
san priesthood but that changed once 
I met the Oblate Fathers, especially 
Father Sal Sarro, teaching in the local 
diocesan high school. I was drawn to 
the optimism and the cheerful spirit 
of these Oblate priests. Now, I have 
been an Oblate for more than 55 years 
and a priest for more than 45 years. In 
the words of our vow formula, I ‘gave 
myself with my whole heart to this 
religious family’ and with no regrets.”

– Father G. William Fischer, OSFS, Erie, Pa.

“When I was in high school I had 
little understanding of what the 
difference was between a “religious” 
vocation and a diocesan one. But, 
while in high school, I was educated 
by a group of men who knew me, 
who I enjoyed being around and 
having as teachers and coaches, who 
seemed to like what they were doing 
and knew how to smile, joke and have 
fun – men like Frank Schimschein-
er, Dick Nelson, Lehr Barkenquest, 

Tony Steger, Jerry Bartko, etc. So upon 
graduation from De Sales High School, 
I thought I would ‘try it out’ for a year, 
but then that year became two, then 
three, and now I contentedly can say 
forty-three. The ultimate total will rely 
upon God’s good pleasure, but, so far, 
I must say the pleasure has definitely 
been, and continues to be, mine.” 

– Father Jim Roth, OSFS, Toronto, Canada

“Why did I become a religious? The 
Oblates who taught at Bishop Duffy 
High School in Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
inspired me to help other people. They 
clearly found their ministry to have a 
purpose in life and they enjoyed living 
and working together. They were ordi-
nary men serving God’s people togeth-
er and that was inviting. My brother 
John also had joined the Oblates and 
found satisfaction in his life. I think we 
all want to be something that makes us 
feel fulfilled.”

– Father Stew Lindsay, OSFS, Niagara Falls, NY

“My calling towards the religious life 
started early with my mother, Anton-
ina, teaching me the main Catholic 
prayers before I entered Nativity B.V.M. 
Parish grade school in Philadelphia. In 
my 9th grade high school annex class, 
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