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1 September 2014 

 

Dear Pastors, Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners, 

 

 It both feels like and is a long time since I last wrote you.  The summer was eventful for me, as it 

may have been for you.  As we see youngsters get back to school and the rest of us take on customary 

duties, it is hopefullly with a sense of satistfaction that the summer was both restful and refreshing.  It has 

been this for me.  I was away from the diocese for a number of weeks, having left on July 16th for Ste-

Anne de Beaupre QC (where I preached the English novena in preparationn for the feast on July 26th), and 

then returned to Alberta for the One Rock Youth Rally in Cochrane from August 15th to 17th.  In between 

those events, I visited family and friends in several parts of eastern Canada.  It was uplifting to see them 

all. 

 

Summer Camps and Faith Rally 

 Denis Blanchette tells me that twice as many young people attended the summer camps at Camp 

Artaban this summer.  With such success, he is planning to add a third camp next summer.  Thank you to 

all the volunteers who helped make this happen! 

On the weekend of August 22nd to 24th, we had our second annual Faith Rally in Grouard.  Those 

who attended spoke highly of the event, and appreciated the input of our guest speaker, Ken Yazinski.  

Celebrations of Mass and Reconciliation, procession to the cemeteries, testimony by those who went on a 

mission trip to Kenya earlier this summer, Adoration and Benediction, meals shared with one another, 

nightly campfire at Shaw’s Point – if we had pictures of it all, it would make a beautiful collage.  I am 

grateful to all who made it happen!  Following the pattern that we have established for the annual faith 

rally, next year’s would be on the weekend of August 21-23, 2015.  Mark it on your calendar before you 

forget! 

 

News of our Clergy 

 Let me share with you some news from our clergy since my last letter. 

Father Arputha Raj Arockiadoss (“Father Raju”) has been assigned as the parish priest in Fort 

Vermillion, Eleske and Tallcree, effective 1 September 2014.   

Father Abraham Azhakathu attended a preliminary hearing on August 21st in Peace River on the charges 

brought against him.  I was also present, along with other priests and parishioners.  His case will go to 

trial, most likely in the spring of 2015.  He continues to reside at the chancery office in McLennan. 

Father Abraham Chempottickal’s trial was held in Chateh on July 2nd, but unfortunately, Father was not 

present.  He had gone on a vacation and extended leave with the intention of returning for the trial.  

However, he fell sick as he was about to return.  Because he could not plead innocence in absentia, he 

pled guilty to the offense of common assault.  As a result, he suffered a fine and a criminal record.  Father 

does not foresee returning to Canada. 

Father Guy Bertin Fouda, a member of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception, arrived in our diocese on 

August 25th.  A native of Cameroon, Father Guy has served in Toronto for the last four years.  He has 

been assigned as the parish priest in St. Isidore and Nampa, effective 30 August 2014. 
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Seminarians 

 We have four seminarians at St. Joseph Seminary in Edmonton this fall, studying for our 

Archdiocese.   

Travis Chabot, from Grande Prairie, is in his last year of philosophy studies, and will begin some courses 

in theology during this year.   

Emmanuel Ekanem, from Nigeria, is in his first year of theology studies, and his first year at St. Joseph 

Seminary.  He had previously studied with the Redemptorists in Nigeria.   

Devan Jaeger, from Grande Prairie, is new both to the seminary and university studies.  He is enrolled at 

Concordia University. 

Deacon Michael Uso-Ereyi, from Nigeria, is in his last year of theological studies, and will be ordained to 

the priesthood in the spring of 2015.   

 Let us also remember in our prayers  Stephanie Belanger from Peace River, who is a postulant 

with the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary, in Saskatchewan, and Ryan Beaupré of Rycroft, who is at the 

minor seminary in Mission BC.  For all of these young people, the goal of formation is not only 

profession of vows or ordination for ministry.  It is first of all discernment of that call – “Where is the 

Lord calling me?”  I hear from time to time that there are others in our diocese who wonder if God’s call 

to them is in the priesthood or religious life.  Let us all pray for vocations in the Church.  Each and every 

one of us should see our life as a response to God’s call, wherever God may lead us.   

 

The Year of the Consecrated Life 

 Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has declared this coming year the Year of the Consecrated Life.  

In Catholic Church terms, the consecrated life refers to those men and women who dedicate themselves to 

Jesus Christ in one of the many institutes established for this purpose.  There are many such persons, as 

well as institutes that support their life and mission.  We often think of these as Religious Orders or 

Congregations.  In this diocese, our history is filled with Oblates, Sisters of Providence, Sisters of the 

Holy Cross, Redemptorists, School Sisters of Notre Dame, Soeurs de Sainte Chretienne and so many 

others..  Besides being consecrated by vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, many of the men have 

also been priests.  (Bear in mind that this does not include diocesan priests.)   

 I will share with you how we will celebrate this special year as plans take shape.  It will last from 

October 2014 to November 2015. 

 

Financial Administrator 
 In a previous letter, I introduced Sophie King to you as our new financial administrator.  

Unfortunately, Sophie recently tendered her resignation and has found employment elsewhere.  I am in 

the process of seeking another suitable financial administrator for the Archdiocese. 

 

Open House and Blessing of the Chancery Offices 

 Now that the chancery offices in Grande Prairie are occupied and functional, I would like to have 

a ceremony to bless it.  This would also be an opportunity for all of you to come and tour the building.  

You will recall that we are creating a special book of recognition to thank those who have contributed to 

this effort.  One parishioner also created a quilt that pays tribute to all the parish communities and 

missions in the archdiocese. 

 Finding a date for such an event is not esasy, but having considered the most proximate 

possibilities, we have decided to have it on Sunday October 26, 2014, at 3:00 pm.  The ceremony and 

open house would last until about 5 pm.  Please, one and all, consider yourselves invited.  I would love to 

see you join us for this event. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer, 

 

+ Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R. 

Archbishop of Grouard-McLennan 


