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Parish.

In 1957-58, parishioners of the town of Longlac expressed a desire to build a church
and open up their own parish. The population being sufficient, everything fell into
place. The priest, supported by his finance committee, proposed the construction of the
first church.

On June24, 1959 feast of St. John the Baptist, the first church opened its doors. The
priests in charge were; Jean Lagacé from 1959 to 1965, Clément Filion from 1965 to
1971, Réal Veilleux from 1971 to 1977, Armand Proulx from 1977 to 1982, Jean-Guy
Mailloux from 1982 to 1988, Roger Pronovost from July 1988 to 1992 and Michel
Rodrigue from June1992.

With time, this little community developed. Situated on the northern route of the Trans-
Canada Highway 11, Longlac saw its population, both religious and civil, grow on a
regular basis. Actually the population is3000, of which 1300 are Roman Catholics.

Because the old church was in need of extensive repairs, the parish council, after
reflection, decided in 1983 to build a new one. On 15 December 1985, with Bishop
Roger Despatie's blessing, the new church welcomed its faithful to sing the praises of
the Lord.

Throughout its history, the parish of St. John the Baptist also welcomed the presence of
nuns. The Order of Sisters of St-Marie-de-Namur sent a group of sisters from 1967 to
1982. They worked in Catholic education. Recently, in September 1995, the arrival of
Sister Jeannine Boulianne of the order of Servants of Our Lady, Queen of the Clergy,
has linked up with this time of grace. We are glad of her presence amongst us.

Our parish has its own Catholic animation groups: the Knights of Columbus (Francis
Lemieux Chapter) founded in June1972, the Daughters of Isabella (Infant Jesus Circle)
founded in November 1958 and the Catholic Women's League founded on February 23,
1973, all of which strengthen the fabric of our community. The involvement of
numerous volunteers in the pastoral of Baptism and the Celebration of the Word as well
as in visits for communion to the sick, support services and church services, all these
make our parish an interesting place.

Also, celebrations, catechesis, Bible courses, retreats, adoration, Christian fellowships
and spiritual encounters are ongoing. And so the Catholic family of Longlac grows
under the watchful eye of God. If you're passing by, come and see us. To welcome you
will always be a great pleasure!
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