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UNREPENTANT: Fr. Arthur Carragher pictured in his Canadian bolthole.

THE Sunday World has tracked down an elderly priest who is
wanted by Gardaí for a string of child sex crimes.

This is Father Arthur Carragher (79) who has been hiding from Irish justice in a
home for retired clergymen in Toronto, Canada.
The Director of Public Prosecutions in Dublin has recommended that the former
missionary face seven charges of sexually abusing two relatives when they were
young boys.
Amazingly the runaway priest actually admitted the offences this week when the
Sunday World caught up with him but said he has no intention of coming home to
face the law.
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And when we put the sex abuse allegations to the pervert cleric he told us: “Yes they
are all true. I know the charges are serious but I’m not able to go back. I’m not well,
I’m just not well.”
Carragher who is originally from Northern Ireland, sexually abused two young
brothers – the children of Carragherʹs relatives at their Dublin home over a four year
period in the 1960s when the were aged between 8 and 15.
SILENCE
The allegations first came to light when one of the brothers decided to break his
silence which blighted his childhood and adult life.
“What happened to me at Carragher’s hands was always in my mind. The anger had
been growing and growing inside me and I was taking it out on my wife. It
destroyed my life,” Pat (not his real name) told the Sunday World.
“Carragher was and is a cowardly slime bag. If he and his church stand for anything
he should come back and face up to what he did.
“And if he doesnʹt come home he should be forced to do so by the Church because
after all they claim to have a policy of forcing offending clerics to face up to their
responsibilities.
ʺAt the moment they are hiding this man even though he has admitted the abuse to
the Sunday World, added Pat who now lives in Italy.
ʺWhen I decided to talk about the abuse my family convinced me to go to the Gardaí.
ʺThe detectives were brilliant and they conducted an in‐depth investigation, checking
out every detail of what I and my brother told them,ʺ he explained.
That investigation which began in early 1999 was headed by Detective Sergeant John
Ward of Cabinteely station.
His inquiries led him to Laval House, a residence for retired clerics next door to a Catholic
high school for boys in suburban Toronto.
But Carragher refused to co‐operate with the Garda investigation and, through his
lawyer, claimed he was dying from cancer.
He also implied that he might come back voluntarily but that proved to be a ruse.
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In the meantime the DPP recommended that Carragher be arrested and charged with
seven counts of sex abuse ‐ five counts relate to Pat and the remainder his brother.
Unfortunately no extradition treaty exists between Canada and Ireland but following
the events of September 11 it is expected a treaty will be signed between the two
countries.
Fr. Carragher is a member of the Spiritans a 300‐year old Catholic order founded in
Europe. He has lived in Toronto for the past three years.
Fr Carragherʹs lawyer, Scott Fenton, says his client has no intention of facing the
music.
“As far as Iʹm concerned the matter is dormant having regard to Fr. Carragherʹs age
and very poor medical condition. Iʹm not aware of any effort to move anything
forward. The allegations are ancient and beyond historic,ʺ Fenton told us.
Carragher returned to Ireland in the late 1950’s after serving 2O years as a missionary
in Nigeria.
“I was extending the church, making arrangements to open schools and educate the
young people. Their parents, many of whom were pagans, were encouraged to
attend church. I was encouraging them to send their children for a Christian
education,” the cleric claimed this week.
And then the pervert tried to explain his abuse of the two youngsters in Dublin.
He claimed that he was forced to flee Nigeria when war broke out and said he was
very “distressed” when he arrived in Dublin penniless with only the clothes on his
back. He claimed he had malaria and was “upset”.
His voice shaking, he told the Sunday World: “I was looking for sympathy, and I
thought I had found sympathy with those two young men... I was upset and
uprooted from the place where I had been working for 2O years.”
He regularly visited Pat’s home where he was welcomed by their parents and slept
in the same room as the two innocent brothers.
SICKENING
At every possible opportunity when the parentsʹ backs were turned, Carragher molested them.
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He forced them to indulge in
sickening acts of oral sex saying that
this was ʺsexual educationʺ. He told
Pat and his brother, “This is what it
feels like to be a man.”
Carragher unbelievably claimed that he
had only abused these two boys although
he had access to children throughout his
clerical career.
This week Pat said he was glad that
at least Carragher had been exposed
to the world.
ʺIt would be much better if he could be brought back to face justice but I fear that this
evil abuser will die before any extradition treaty is put through.
ʺI do not believe that me and my brother were the only ones he abused. He was
working in schools in Dublin and on the missions where people probably didnʹt
know any better,ʺ said Pat.
Fr. Carragher, the sick paedophile who is still in hiding today, says he has not yet
ʺaskedʺ his victims for forgiveness.
ʺNot yet. Iʹll think about it. I suppose I will come to do that... Iʹll ask them for
forgiveness.ʺ
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