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Decree of Erection of the Society of Saint John 

The call of sinners to the life on high in the communion of the Mystical Body is, 
doubtless, a miracle of Christ's love. This same miracle of love is being accomplished in 
a certain fashion even today when Dominic Carey, Eric Ensey, Daniel Fullerton, Brendan 
Kelly, Joseph Levine, Rhone Lillard, Christopher Manuele, Anthony Myers, John Nieto, 
Dominic O'Connor, Joseph Orlowski, Marshall Roberts, Basel Sarweh, Bernardo Terrera, 
and Carlos Urrutigoity seek Our approval for the formation of a new institute of common 
life, for the greater glory of God and the service of the Catholic Church. In spite of their 
sinfulness, the Lord and his Sorrowful Mother have strengthened them in their weakness 
and, by the power and grace of the sacraments, especially of Baptism and, for some, of 
Holy Orders, called them not only to the new life of righteousness, but also chosen them 
to found and establish in love (cf. Eph. 3:17) a new community. 

They are, indeed, not only foreknown but also predestined and called (cf. Rom. 
8:30) to the common life for the sake of their own sanctification and that of others. This 
call has not been given in vain (cf. Is. 45:19), as the Church now testifies through Our 
good pleasure. The Church certainly directs her maternal care and thoughts to the 
fostering of common life with the greatest hope of abundant fruits. This life She nurtures 
and cares for with appropriate laws. For we read in the Code of Canon Law that it is 
incumbent upon diocesan bishops to "discern new gifts of consecrated life granted to the 
Church through the Holy Spirit" and to "aid their promoters so that they can express their 
proposals as well as possible and protect them with suitable statutes" (canon 605). "This 
is also true in terms of discerning new gifts of apostolic life" (Letter of the Prefect of the 
Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei, Angelo Cardinal Felici of March 18, 1998). 

Therefore, We. Bishop of Scranton by the grace of God and of the Apostolic See. 
to Whom the Lord has entrusted the power "to build and to plant-  (Jer. 1:10) and the 
guarantee that "whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Mt. 18:18), after having fittingly consulted the 
Holy See, and after studious and most diligent consideration and assiduous prayer to the 
Father of light, decree and will by Our Apostolic authority that the following come to 
pass. 

The Society of Saint John, by this formal decree, is erected as a clerical 
association of Christian faithful of Diocesan right (cf. canons 302 and 312. §1), with the 
hope of reaching the status of a society of apostolic life (cf. the aforesaid Letter of March 
18). 
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This Society is to be ruled by the general norms of law and its own proper 
Statutes. These same Statutes are given the name of "Foundational Laws-  and are now 
sanctioned in a provisory way until the time when their definitive edition is presented for 
Our final approval. For We indeed will that the regulations of law be born from the 
experience of life. Moreover, We will that this be done with the necessary vigilance over 
both doctrine and pastoral activity, to ensure that neither the life nor the regulations born 
thereof ever depart from the faith and doctrine of Jesus Christ and the teachings of His 
Church. 

The Society's seat of government is placed in Elmhurst, at the Academy of Saint 
Gregory the Great. Furthermore, We now confirm and ratify its superiors in their offices 
and terms. 

We bestow by means of this decree Our blessing upon the members of this 
Society and all their benefactors, and entrust and consecrate them to the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, the Patriarch Saint Joseph, and the ever Blessed Apostle John. 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary. 

Given in Scranton. at Our Cathedral Church of Saint Peter, the twenty-fourth day 
of May, in the year of Our Lord 1998. 

+James Clifford Timlin 
Bishop of Scranton 

James B. Earley 
Chancellor 
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