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Mother of Sorrows Pioneer Shrine to celebrate 40th 
Rankin MacDonald

      It has been providing comfort to people for the past 40 years.
The Mother of Sorrows Pioneer Shrine will be celebrating its

40th anniversary on September 13th and 14th, and pilgrims are
expected from near and far.

Close to 8,000 people visit the shrine each year.
Betty Ann MacQuarrie, manager, said the shrine is open year

round and there are people who visit during the winter months.
It is a place of peace with beautifully kept grounds and a

welcoming atmosphere.
â€œWould you like me to light a candle for you?â€ MacQuarrie

asked a lady who called while we talked.
â€œThe shrine provides comfort to those who call or visit,â€
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The 15th century Pieta owned by the brothers
is on loan to the Shrine.

she added.
The Mother of Sorrows feast day is actually on September 15th,

but they always celebrate it on the nearest Sunday.
The little church that is now the shrine was built by the late

Thomas Burke in the late 1920s about six kilometers from where it
now sits on the grassy knoll.

He was commissioned to build the church at Indian Point where
the original settlers had built their first place of worship in the early
1800s.

The original church had long since disappeared, and Burkeâ
€™s church was constructed as a memorial to the courage and
faith of the early settlers.

While the outside looks like a typical Cape Breton pioneer
church, the inside resembles a miniature cathedral, finished with Douglas fir tongue-and-groove.

At the front of the shrine is the pieta.
History repeated itself with the little church and it too fell into disrepair. In 1967, the late Father John A. Gillis,

parish priest at St. Maryâ€™s in Mabou, offered the church to the Brothers of Our Lady.
The congregation of the Brothers of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows was founded in 1851 to house and educate

orphans and abandoned children, and they established boarding and vocational schools across Holland.
In 1955, Bishop John R. MacDonald asked the brothers to establish a Junior Vocational School in New

Glasgow. They arrived on September 30th, 1956.
The original four brothers were joined by eight more in 1957, and three of them established a farm in Mabou.
The New Glasgow school closed in 1963 due to inadequate funding, and the farm was sold in 1985.
In 1959, the Society of Our Lady was formed to enable people to participate spiritually and financially in their

mission work.
In 1960, the Brothers bought the Maryâ€™s Hill property from the Edward Murray family.
They established a boarding facility and training centre for young men and expanded it in 1964 and 1965.

They also built a small shrine to Our Lady in 1960 on the grounds.
When the St. Mary Magdelene Church at the pioneer cemetery at Indian Point was offered to them in 1967,

they moved it to its present location at St. Maryâ€™s Hill, restored it and opened it as a shrine on July 28th, 1968.
It was dedicated by Bishop William Power.

In 1970, the Brothers founded Maryâ€™s Hill Home, a home for mentally challenged adults, and operated it
until 1985 when the municipality took it over. It closed in 1997.

The shrine was given to the Diocese of Antigonish in 1989, and the Brothers left Canada in 1995.
The shrine is also a museum, with photos on the wall showing its 18-kilometre trip to Maryâ€™s Hill.
You can even ring the shrine bell.
On Saturday, September 13th, the remembrance of the pioneers will take place at 7:00 p.m. at St. Maryâ€™s

in Mabou as well as the pioneers pastoral airs following mass.
On Sunday, September 14th, the feast day celebrations include a continuous rosary from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at

the shrine. A procession from the shrine begins at 3:00 p.m. and proceeds to St. Maryâ€™s, where intentions
from the shrine will be offered.

Refreshment compliments of St. Maryâ€™s CWL will be served at the Parish Hall.
All are most welcome to attend the 40th anniversary celebrations.
The board of directors of the Mother of Sorrows Pioneer Shrine are:
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President Marjorie Gillis, Secretary Donelda MacDonnell, Treasurer Jessie Nicholson, board members Donald
MacDonald, Father Duncan MacIsaac, Marguerite Campbell, Catherine MacEachern CND, Helen MacPhee CND,
Father Angus Morris PP, manager Betty Ann MacQuarrie and assistant Joan MacEachern.
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