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occwred against a particular victitn 50 flequently that certain of the counts are
representative of crimes of an ongoing tvpe rather than being a count involving

a single eniminal act.

I shail deal very briefly with the fact of these counts. They were opened in

detail by the learmed prosacutor Mr Moore,

Count 1 & 2 Indecent Assault upon [p=SZ\eal=y occurred at

Anglesea and Camperdown respectively

REDACTED was 15 vears of age and lived in [NE8/AQA1=8 when

his father was hospitalised you befriended the bov and with his mother's
pennission took him to [NEABRN@= for 2 weeks fishing wip. During the course of

the holiday you persuaded the boy to sleep in a double bed where mutual

masturbation occutred, Later on that year you fondled the boy's penis in your

=WEREDACTED

RERS during the month of January 1966. This boy was an altar boy at
Horsham convent where you were a priest. Three years later you came and
staved at the family home at and persuaded the boy's parents to let
you take him camping overnight ar You fondled the boy's penis.

When he resisted you became angry and took him to confession.

Counts i_. 5 and 6 invoive offences of indecent assault against a boy [REES
REDACTED They occuted between 1st January 1967 and 3 st December
1968 at [R=JXMIS The boy was an altar boy at the [NEANAGSNCatholic Church

where you practised, You befriended his parents who were devout Catholics

and on occasion visited the family home. Under the pretext of inspeciing other
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churches you took the boy for drives in your car. The boy who was 11 or 12
vears was ailowed by you to steer the car during which times you masturbated

him telling him to keep it a secret.

Counts 7, 10, 13 and 14 involve two counts of indecent assault at Warmamboo)
in 1970 and 1971 (C7, C10), an indecent assault at Apollo Bay in late 1970/71
(C13) and a count of buggery at Apollo Bay between 1st December 1972 and
31st January 1973 (C14). The victim in these cases was who
was aged approximately 11 or 12 years. vas an altar bov at St Joseph's
in Warrnambool. Count 7 involved an occasion where you drove him to the
Warmambool breakwater where you masturbated him to ejaculation. Count 10
involved the same act at the Hopkins River Bridge in Warmambocl. Counts 13
and 14 occurred when you moved to Apollo Bay. You contacted the boy's
parents and persuaded them to lctomc and stay with you at the Apollo
Bay Presbytery. At the Presbytery you slept with the boy, performed oral sex

upon him and penenated his anus with your penis.

“Counts 8 and 9 involve indecent assaults upon [Reli= NN -ccd -~ =
some 14 years at Warmambool. was also an altar boy at Warrnambool.
You became known to his parents and were welcomed into their house. These
are representative counts involving a range of offences against the ;boy
invelving oral and mutual masturbation. They are said to have occurred

between 1st January 1570 and 31st December 1970 (C8) and Ist January 1971
and 31st December 1971 (C9).

Counts 11 and 12 invelve the victim EE0eI1=0 !
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Count 11 mvolves an indecent assault at Ballarat between the 1st January 1971

and 31lst December 1971. Count 12 the same offence between the same dates

ar Ballart,

REDACTED as 4ged approximately 12 years. He was an altar boy at St
Aloysius School in Ballarat when he first met vou. On two occasions you gave
the boy a lift home after mass and fondled his penis. On the second occasion

you gave him a piece of the sacramental bread as a reward.

Count 15 involves an act of indecent assault upon |[NEBeIl=s aged

approximately 10 or 11 years at Baliarat between 1st January 1972 and 30th
June 1972. This boy was also an altar boy, One day during confession you

undid the boy's pants and fondled his penis for about 10 minutes whilst telling

him to confess his sins.

Counts 16 and 17 involve the victim [N=SElSR=Y Count 16

occurred at Apollo Bay between 1st March 1973 and 30th April 1973. Count

=17*is"a further offence of indecent assault at Apollo Bay between the same '
dates. You invited him and another boy from Warmambool to spend a
weekend at Apollo Bay Presbytery. Ostensibly they were to look for

gemstones and go fishing. You organised for [JERINGIE to share your bed at the
presbytery and on two nights you masturbated yourself and the boy in bed.

Count 18 involves the victim [RSeL(eII=) The offence occurred at

Edenhope between 1st January 1975 and 31st December 1976. grew up

in Edenhope and met you when he was about 10 or 11 years. You were a
priest there at the time and went to the boy's home and met his parents. You

recruited him as an altar boy. On occasions you would take him driving around
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the area to celebrate Saturday Evening Mass during which jouwrneys you would

touch him on the genitals.

Counts 19, 20, 25 and 26 involve the victim ElEs)Neai=h) REDAC

met you when he was 12 years of age growing up in the Apolio Bay area. His
mother would let him ride in your car after mass on the return trip to the family
home. During those tips you would masturbate the boy. On other occasions
you would have the boy sieep with you at the presbytery during which time

vou would perform oral sex and mutual masturbation would occur.

Following the boy's father's death you took the boy and his sister aged 10 years
to the presbytery at Edenhope for a few days. At the graveside at the father's
funeral you persuaded the grieving widow to allow vou to take the two children
away so they might better cope wiih the wagedy of their father's death. You
only did this so that you could perform oral sex and masturbate the boy on 2
number of occasions. You also indecently assaulted the girl at the Presbytery
the night of the funeral. That gir] had seen her father die in an accident some 4
days earlier. Thatis Count 27. She sat on your knee at your suggestion. You . _ ...
proceeded to touch the child's chest under her clothes and played on the outside

of her vagina for about 30 minuies. Only that day you had presided at the

graveside of the young girl's father.

Counts 21 and 22 concem the victin He was 12 years of
age and was an altar boy at a Bendigo Church. The boy's family befriended
you. You were the parish priest at Inglewood. You were also to have the boy
stay with you at the Presbytery. There you performed oral sex upon him,
masturbated him and atteropted anal intercourse with your penis. You ceased

the larter act when the boy yelled vou were hurting. You insisted he not tell his

mother of your activities.
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Counts 23 and 24 involve the victim EEXeRi=D) Count 23 involved

indecent assault on the boy who was aged some 14 years, He met you through

the Church. During a car trip you masturbated him.

Count 24 involved you taking the boy's pants down at the presbytery and

penetrating his anus with your penis.

REDACTED was the victim and the subject of Count 27. I have already
given a very brief summary of this offence when summarising the offences

committed against her brother.

Counts 28, 29 and 30 involve the viciim FENRIED)

-Count 28 was an indecent assault occurring at Waanyarra between 1st January

1975 and 31st August 1975.

e CoUNt 29798 an indecent assault at Bealiba between st June 1975 and 30th © ©
September 1875. Count 30 is an indecent assault at Inglewood between 1st

August 1975 and 30th September 1975,

You were at the time parish priest at Bealiba where [JJEBXejiwas an altar boy.
He was persuaded to go gold fossicking with you during which tiip touched

him around the groin area and tried to kiss him. That is the subject of Count

. 28.

Count 29 concerned an incident at s family property at Bealiba. You .
were gold fossicking and again you engaged in touching the boy in the groin

area.
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Count 30 occurred at Inglewood. After a Mass which you held at the Church
you took the boy back to the Presbyterv. You took the boy into your bed,
undressed him and rubbed your penis up and down the boy's thigh kissing him
at the same time. - You also performed oral sex on the child and masturbated

him, They are the activities compusing Count 30 being a representative count.

Counts 31 and 32 involve the victim Stephen Thomas Woods. He was aged 14
vears. Offences of indecent assaulr and buggery occuwrred when you were
parish priest at East Ballarat. This boy came t0 see vou about a personal sexual
problem he was experiencing and troubling him. AT the time the boy was
confused and distressed about his own sexuality. He was exwemely vulnerable
at the time. He went to the Presbytery and whilst explaining his difficulties
you took advantagé and indecently assaulted him. The boy had buggery

- committed upon him by you in a toilet block at Lake Wendouree.

Counts 33 and 34 concern the vactim [=s)Xegy={s] . They are two counts - =

" of buggery. He was aged approximately 14 years at the time you committed ™

these offences. QOver a period between 1978 and 1976 he was anally penetrated
by you at Edenhope Presbytery at least once a week. He was also indecently
assaulted by you and these indecent assaults were the subject of Magistrate
Court's proceeding in May 1893. When he first made statements to police Mr
REBXY was too embarrassed to speak of the acts of buggery you perpetrated upon

him.

Counts 35 and 36 were offences of indecent assault committed on FEVXSIL:

. They occurred between 1st January 1979 and 31st

December 1979, =pDIYSgfwas aged about 10 or 11 years.
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Count 35 involved you engaging in masturbaring him in a toilet block at

Coleraine.

Count 36 occurred in the Presbytery at Coleraine after Mass. You masturbated

him and oral sex was performed.

Count 42 involves the victim He was aged 10 years and
indecently assaulted by vou at Mortlake during the vear 1981, - You grabbed

him on the genitals outside his clothing,

Counts 41 and 43 involve the victim [J=bZear=s) . These offences of

indecent assault occurred during 198 1 when you were parish priest at Mortlake.
NENa was 10 years of age and an altar boy. You masturbated him a number of

times at the presbytery.

Counts 44 and 45 involve the victim They are offences
- of indecent assault which occurred at Mortlake in 1981. =Y was aged 10

T yéars. Whilst he was in the presbytery counting the collection money when -+ 22
you made him fondle your erect penis. That is Count 44. You caused the boy

to perform the same act about 2 months later,

Counts 37, 38, 39, 40 and 46 involve the final victim
These offences occuired between the 1st May 1930 and 25th October 1982.

They are 2 counts of indecent assault upon a male under the age of 16 years
and 2-counts of gross indecency. [JEB)was 12 years of age when the offences

commenced. He was a student in Melbourne at a Catholic College. At that

time you were positioned at the National Pastoral Institute at Elsternwick. You
there had a bungalow, With the boy's parent's permission you picked the boy

up from schocl for a weekend trip. This occwred on a number of occasions.
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Duwring these visits both oral sex and masturbation were performed.

Count 46 occurred at Mortlake between 24/5/32 and 25/10/82. [JEwas then
14 years of age. [JEhad been wagging school and you obtained permission
from his mother to have him Mortlake. You were then parish prest at
Mortlake. When the boy arived at Mortlake you performed acts of oral sex

and masturbation upon him.

The foregoing represents the briefest of summaries of sexual offences
committed by you over a period of some 21 vears against 21 young victims.
The offences were serious in nature and sustained over that period of time.
You were at all times as a Catholic Priest in a position of trust. Under the
cover of your clergy you inveigled yourself inte the trust of your victims and in
a substantial number of cases the trust of their families. As a priest you held a

privileged and trusted position and as such wers able to use that position to Iure

i __ypglrwcnms to seclﬁdéd p]aées and in many cases to be with you overnight = -
over significant periods of time. Nobody else comes to mind but a priest such .
as you were who could achieve that trust. You abused that trust. You were B
able to exercise a power and dominion over these children by abusing them in
the reprehensive and abhorrent way you did. You preyed on children in a
serious criminal way over a wide ranging area of the Victorian country side and
finally in Melbourne. Certain of the counts are merely representative of
repeated similar conduct against the same victim. In seeking to sa'tiatc' your
perverted lust it seems no victim was too frail or vulnerable on occasion so
sacn::d that you would desist from perpetrating these outrageous crimes. The
effect vour depraved conduct might have on the minds of young victims never
seemed to cross your mind or if it did it was quickly dismissed in your sed{ir‘lg-

satisfaction for your desires. You betrayed parental trust, abused your exercise
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spoke of chemical castration if you were at large as being one of the various
forms of treatment which you would require. In describing your conduct he
doubted you had any remorse or contriticn at the time of commission of the
crimes as evidenced by the fact that you continued to offend. I have considered

their reports and evidence,

I take into account all the written material and references submitted on your

behalf.

All of these matters are powerfully urged upon me as indicating that a
sentencing course to enable you to continue your rehabilitation at large should
be adOpced_. To that is added weighty matters namely your age, pleas of guilty
and the fact that you come before me as a person with no prior convictions of

any kind. I interpose that 27 convictions in May 1993 at Melbourne v

Magistratcs Court for sexual assault on 8 young victims in Inglewood and
-Edenhope during a pericd common with the present offences resulted in a gaol
sentence of 2 years 3 months. You served a period of some 3 months The

- 'only victim common to that case and the present is Mr. It is reasonable

to assume that due to the similar nature of those offences and the period over

which they occurred that if theyv had been included in the present proceedings,
arguments as to concuirency of sentence could have been made. I add what
effect such arguments would have precisely had is not for me to decide. I also
add that the present 4G offences before me did not come to light from any
voluntary disclosure or confession by you. They were brought to the attention
of the authorities after Operation Paradox by victim's actions. The fact that
'thv‘ay did not come to light for many years until this presentment was in the
main due to the grossly deleterious effect your conduct had on your victims
who could not bear to speak about these offences for years let alone report

them to the authorities.
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