Lahey may not have viewed all child porn images: lawyer
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Cops found thousands of “borderline” teen boy sex pictures on former bishop Raymond Lahey’s laptop computer, in addition to nearly 600 images of genuine child porn, a court heard Thursday.

But the actual child porn images accounted for less than one per cent of the approximately 155,000 pornographic images on the hard drive of Lahey’s Toshiba.

Lahey, 71, pleaded guilty to importing child pornography in May after he was arrested at the Ottawa airport returning from London on Sept. 15, 2009.

Cops found 588 child porn images, about 60 videos and a selection of child porn stories.

One such tale, entitled “The Masturbation Chronicles,” features a character names Father Raymond.

Ottawa Police Det. Andrew Thompson revealed so-called “borderline” pornographic images of young-looking people cause cops to miss about 50% of child porn, because investigators rely on physical cues to estimate the age of the subjects.

But defence lawyer Solomon Friedman, who is representing the former bishop of Antigonish with Michael Edelson, got Thompson to admit that Lahey might not have seen about half of the images found on his computer.

Roughly 300 photos were in a folder that stores temporary Internet files, which can be created without the user having seen them, Thompson said under cross-examination.

The other half of Lahey’s collection was in a folder with the other porn — “a dump of material,” Friedman suggested.

Thompson also conceded that he had found no evidence that Lahey tried to pay for child porn. Nor did Lahey have file-sharing software on his computer.

Friedman suggested that most of the images were less aggravating nude poses, but Thompson didn’t bite.

“There was also torture and stuff like that,” Thompson said.

Some of the stories “were extremely hardcore,” he added.

Earlier, Friedman questioned Thompson about “twinks” — a term for young teen boys that Lahey had searched online hundreds of times.

The term doesn’t entail underage boys, Friedman said. It is often used in personal ads and is defined on Wikipedia in part as referring to young-looking men.

“It’s used for other means, yes,” Thompson said.

Lahey remains in custody. 

He had asked to get a head start on his sentence when he entered his guilty plea on May 5.

Though he has not been formally sentenced, the charge comes with a mandatory minimum sentence of one year.

The sentencing hearing is to continue in December with testimony from psychiatrists who examined Lahey.

