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Easter Prayer: Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia!  For He whom 
you were worthy to bear,  Alleluia!   Has risen as He said, 

Alleluia!  Pray for us to God, Alleluia!  Let us pray.  O God, Who 
through the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, did 
vouchsafe to give joy to the world; grant, we beseech You, that 
through His Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of 

everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Reflection: It is my hope that the local Churches and all the 

various groups within them will become places where vocations 

are carefully discerned and their authenticity tested, places 

where young men and women are offered wise and strong 

spiritual direction. In this way, the Christian community itself 

becomes a manifestation of the Love of God in which every 

calling is contained.  As a response to the demands of the new 

commandment of Jesus, this can find eloquent and particular 

realization in Christian families, whose love is an expression of 

the love of Christ who gave himself for his Church (cf. Eph 5:32). 

Within the family, “a community of life and love” (Gaudium et 

Spes, 48), young people can have a wonderful experience of this 

self-giving love. Indeed, families are not only the privileged place 

for human and Christian formation; they can also be “the primary 
and most excellent seedbed of vocations to a life of consecration 

to the Kingdom of God” (Familiaris Consortio, 53), by helping their 

members to see, precisely within the family, the beauty and the 

importance of the priesthood and the consecrated life. May 

pastors and all the lay faithful always cooperate so that in the 

Church these “homes and schools of communion” may multiply, 

modelled on the Holy Family of Nazareth, the harmonious 

reflection on earth of the life of the Most Holy Trinity.  Benedict XVI 
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DIOCESAN AIM: As a diocese, we aim to be the Body of Christ  

with the help of the Holy Spirit, so that we can live like Jesus in 

our time and place, sharing his compassionate love with all. 
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STATEMENT BY  

VERY REV MARTIN McVEIGH PP 

RE PARISH OF POMEROY 
 

Dear Parishioners 
 

The last month has been the most difficult of  my life.  I refer to 
the meeting of 26 March last with parents of P4/R4 in Saint 
Mary’s Primary School and my presentation prepared for the 

upcoming First Holy Communion.   

I deeply regret my failure to check, in advance, my 
presentation   I had no knowledge of any offending imagery 
existing in it.  After the images were inadvertently shown, I 
immediately removed the memory stick from the laptop.  In my 
shock and upset and in my concern to ensure that the images 

would never be shown again, I destroyed it later that evening. 
 

I appreciate that the incident at the meeting was very serious in 
nature and caused much anxiety and distress, particularly to 
those who were present on the evening in question and I 
apologise unreservedly for the hurt caused.  I want to assure you 
however that I was not responsible for the presence of the 
offending images and in this respect I ask you to accept my 

innocence.  
 

In the hope of bringing resolution and healing to the division and 
pain within the parish, I have taken the decision to ask Cardinal 
Brady to allow me to leave the parish of Pomeroy and to take 
sabbatical leave. The memory of this awful episode will remain 

with me for the rest of my life. 
 

Finally, I ask you for your forgiveness for all the hurt and turmoil 
caused.  I remain committed to my priestly vocation and want 
you all to know that you will be foremost in my thoughts and 

prayers and I humbly ask for a remembrance in yours. 
 

Fr Martin McVeigh 

    28 April 2012 



Statement by Cardinal Seán Brady,  

Archbishop of Armagh,  

to the Parishioners of Pomeroy 

28 April 2012 
 

On the evening of 26 March last in Saint Mary’s Primary School, Pomeroy, 

Co Tyrone, Parish Priest Father Martin McVeigh was about to begin a Power 

Point presentation for parents whose children were preparing for the 

sacraments.  Inappropriate imagery was inadvertently shown at the beginning 

of this presentation.  This incident caused understandable concern and 

offence to those who were present. 
 

Since that time the diocese has undertaken an investigation into two 

computers in the sacristy as well as computer equipment both in the parish 

office and in the Parochial House used by Father McVeigh.  These have been 

forensically examined by an independent technical expert and no 

inappropriate imagery has been found.  However an additional laptop, which 

was located in the sacristy, was stolen in the period following the 26 March 

meeting with parents.  This stolen laptop did not form part of the technical 

examination and its theft was reported to the PSNI. 
 

Along with Father McVeigh, I agree with the parishioners of Pomeroy that 

this offensive incident has caused anger and genuine concern throughout the 

community.  I join with Father McVeigh in expressing sorrow and regret that 

such an incident occurred at all.  With Father McVeigh, I apologise 

especially to all present on 26 March.  
 

This has been a traumatic time for the whole parish community and for 

Father McVeigh personally.  He has requested a leave of absence and I have 

agreed to this request on the understanding that he will, on its completion, 

return to the diocese. 
 

The diocese will now work to ensure that procedures and policies are put in 

place for the proper monitoring and use of computers in parishes and other 

Church environments, especially where these computers can be accessed by a 

number of people. 
 

This has been a difficult experience for many people. I ask you to work 

together to restore the peace and good will of the community of faith in the 

Parish of Pomeroy.    
ENDS 

For media contact: Catholic Communications Office Martin Long 00 353 861727678 



Church Notices Continued:  
Please note that the First Friday calls done on 

Thursday and Friday mornings are cancelled this 
month.  Please contact Fr O’Neill for further details 

 

Blessings on the marriage of Celina McGoldrick 
and Damien Babington whose wedding took place 
in  the Church of the Assumption on Friday past. 

 

Community Notes 

Inst of Irish leadership Enrolment now-for-
Gaelteacht-Thir-Eoghain Week (2nd-6thJuly-2012) 
Fee £50.00 to include daily lunch. Walking-group-
recommenced every Thurs eve. Meet in forestry 
school car-park 7.30pm. Ki Massage Therapy 
available by appointment. One day/half day 
Conference facilities available: Tel.  028 8775 7800 

 

Monaghan Charismatic Prayer Group Announces 
Our Annual May Novena in St Louis Convent 
Chapel Monaghan. Opening  Tuesday 1st May 
7.30pm to May 9th. Preached this year by 
Monsignor Francis Walsh, Fr. Joe Delaney, Fr. 
John Keane. This 9 days of Prayer Adoration & 
Reconciliation has changed many peoples lives 
over the years so do come along. All Welcome. 

Classes in the Rowan Tree: Mon 3.30 - 4.30pm 
Light Fitness. Tues 7.30 - 8.30pm Zumba. Wed 
11.30 - 12.30pm Armchair Aerobics. Thurs 7 - 
9pm Youth Club.  (No room this week for other notes) 

Church Notices 
Thanks for last Sunday’s 252 envelopes 
towards running costs of the Parish. 
 

Thanks also to everyone for returning 
their TRÓCAIRE BOX and special 
thanks to those who distributed the 
boxes & those who counted the 
proceeds.  Our final Parish total will be 
given in next Sunday’s Parish Bulletin. 
 

We extend a warm welcome to The 
F r a n c i s c a n  M i s s i o n a r i e s  f o r 
Africa who speak at all Parish 
Masses this weekend. We thank 
Sr. Mary Daly for giving first -hand 
information on the spreading of 
the Good News in Africa and for 
our opportunity to participate in 
this work by our prayer and by 
our financial contributions. 
 

The Eucharistic Congress National 
Collect ion will  be held NEXT 
WEEKEND 5th/6th May.  Please 
support as generously as you can.  
Use a plain envelope, writing your 
Envelope Box No. on the envelope.  
  

We pray God’s choicest blessings 
on families of the twenty-five P4/R4 
children of St Mary’s who make 
their First Holy Communion on Sat.  
 

Thanks to all who have given their 
name for the Eucharistic Congress 
Mass in Croke Park on Sun 17 th 
June.  The Parish is sponsoring a 
bus, so let the Parish Office know 
that you want to avail of it (028 
8775 8329). (Continued next colum)

Mass Intentions  22nd April — 29th April 2012 
POMEROY 

Vigil                    Margaret James Harte (avv) 
Sunday             Jane Corrigan (av)  
Monday              Monica McNally (rd) 
Tuesday             Mary Denis Nugent (avv) 
Wednesday        Mary Rose McGuone (av) 
Thursday            Free Intention 
First Friday        Adoration Intentions 
First Saturday  (1st Comm.) Int for the Holy Souls 
Next Vigil   Deceased Members of Simpson Family        
Next Sunday      Hugh O’Kane (av)  

ALTMORE 
Sunday               Peter Annie McVeigh (avv) 
Next Sunday      James Loughran (av)   
   
 

The Parish List of Dead, recently deceased: 
Mary Corey (Parkview), Carmel Quinn 2, Áine 
Kilpatrick 2,  Mick McGee2, & Monica McNally4. 

LITURGY THIS WEEK  
Assumption, Pomeroy  
Sunday Vigil (Sat)     7.00 p.m. 
Sunday                     11.00 a.m. 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 9.00 a.m. in Ador. Ch. 
Sat 1st Communion 11am in Assumption 

Confessions:   Saturday 6.30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Sun — Tue 5  - 10 pm     Wed — Thur  6 - 10 pm  

Friday 10 am - 10 pm    Saturday  1 - 6 pm 

Immaculate Conception, Altmore 
Sunday                         9.30 a.m. 

 

BAPTISM S: 2 n d  &  4 t h  Sundays 11.45 a.m.   
MARRIAGES: By appointment  

Clergy: 
Fr Sean O’Neill PP Carrickmore        Tel 8076 1207  
Fr Gerard McAleer PP Donaghmore Tel 87761327 
Sacristans: 

Pomeroy    Pat Goodfellow  8775 8589 
Altmore      Margaret Clarke 8775 8239 

Primary Schools: 
St Mary's PS       Pomeroy   8775 8541 
St Joseph's PS   Galbally    8775 8204 


