MEDIA PROTOCOL FOR CONFIDENTIALITY ISSUES

NOTE: When a request is made by either a witness, counsel or other individual which

would either result in an in-camera hearing or a ban on publication, whenever possible,

notice will be given to the media (along with other individuals in the hearings room) the

morning of the hearing in question.

The notice will provide details of the request being made as well as procedures to be

followed.

Specific to the media are the following procedures….

In-Camera Hearings

The media will not be allowed to report/publish any information (ie. evidence, name of

witness) given in-camera.

There will be no photographs allowed to be taken before, during or after an in-camera

hearing.

Because the audio and video will be turned off during in-camera sessions, the media will

be requested to sit in the audience section of the hearings room and recording devices

will be prohibited.

The transcript available to the media for viewing will be the public version and so will

not include the “in camera” portion of the hearing.

Non-identifying initials

In situations when a ruling is made that an individual’s name is not to be used but instead

replaced with non-identifying initials, the media must ensure that non-identifying initials

be used on all reports/publishings of the witness in question.

Non-publication of a name and/or testimony

In situations when a ruling is made that an individual’s name and/or testimony is not to

be published, the media is prohibited from publishing same.

The media will be allowed to remain in the hearings room, however, because the audio

and video will be turned off, they will be requested to sit in the audience section of the

room and recording devices will be prohibited.

NOTE: Until such time as the Commissioner issues his ruling on confidentiality

measures, there will be no photographs allowed to be taken of the witness.
