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To the editor:

The purpose of this letter is to react to your editorial in the
newspapar on Thursday, August 10, and to the fact of the existence of a
website which has recently surfaced providing the names of actual
parsons, including priests in the dioccese, said to be guilty of sexual
misconduct with young pecple in the past.

I am the scolicitor for the Diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall and for a
numbar of priests whose names have surfaced in allegations of wrong
doing made by citizens and former citizens of the Cornwall commnity and
the area. The diocese and its priests have painfully lived with the
allegations made initially with respect to identified individuals,
latterly with respect to whole categories and classes of individuals
referred to collectively in broad-based allegations of sexual
impropriety. .

Amongst these pecple thare are undoubtedly the guilty but at the same
time there are many, many pecple, both living and daad, who are entirely
innocent of any wrongdoing and who have bean forced, while discharging
important services in the commnity, to hold their breath in the hope
that their well-earned reputations within their church and commnity
will not be dastroyed in a frenzy of irresponsible muckraking.

The latest event is the establishment by some irresponsible person of a
webaite which, until it was recently shut down, contained the actual
namas of a number of priests at the diocese while at the same time, in a
curious application of a remarkable double standard, shielding the namas
of most of the paersons said to have been victims. In other words, im a
shocking disregard for the laws of defamation and the presumption of
innocent, the website listed actual persons, both living and daad, who
are neither charged nor convicted, as having committed acts of gross
sexual impropriety.

The fundamental societal inappropriateness of this action was the
subject of your editorial. On behalf of these priests, I applaud the
editor for his succinet recitation of our sccial values in his cutright
condemnation of this bahavicur. Ho benefit accrues to any victim of
sexual abuse by creating more victims in the form of persons whose
reputations are totally destroyed in a manner that is completely
unwarranted. Cur system depends on the conduct of thorough investigation
by skilled and principled law enforcement agencies; the exercise of
prosecutorial judgment by competent Crown counsel and, in those cases
vhere charges are laid, the application of the law with scrupulcus
fairness and vigour by independent judges. The system does not depend,
nor will it survive, in the face of conduct intended to circumvent the
system and its protective shroud in order to assuage the escalating
curiosity of the citizen, thereby destroying forever the reputations of
innocent citizens. The witches of Salem is a lesson in history which
should not be forgotten.

The priests whom I represent have been counselled to cooperate fully
with the OPP in the conduct of their Project Truth investigation. I
believe they have done so and are doing so. If this is not so, it will
no doubt be the subject of elements in the ultimate police report. I
have also counselled these priests to make no public comment or indeed
any comment, public or private, while the investigation is ongoing. The
conduct of an investigation of this kind by the OPP is an extremely
difficult and délicate task. Iiportuning by affected persons is
disruptive to the investigation which must be independent if balanced
investigative judgméent is to be permitted to run its course. No one at
this juncture has, or can, suggest that the police are not doing their
job in accordance with the long tradition of the OPP. For this reason I
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have again coun led the priests whom I represent ot to give way to
the very powerfui instinct to strike a retaliatory blow in the courts as
a result of the creation of this website.

I write this note because it is now being suggested by somae, perhaps by
those who have not thought this through, that a silent response by the
affected priests is evideance of guilt. This is an extremely dangercus
reaction because if silence were a logical inference of guilt, then the
OFF investigation would be contaminated and undermined by the webaite
and there would be a proliferation of unproductive lawsuits in ordar to
forestall the drawing of the inference of guilt.

Ho. The perscns whom I represent, for the time being, continue to accept
my advice that though the provocation is extreme and the insult
overvhelming, they should keep their powdar dry and await the completion
and result of the OPP investigation. There is no reason to abandon their
adoption of a posture of silence and cooperation merely because scmecne
or more persons who do not understand the system choose to circumvent
it.

This is a plea, therefore, for support for the ongoing investigation and
for the right of innocent persons to expect that their reputations for
decency will be respected until there are compelling reasons to concluds
otherwise. For these reasons, and for anycne who has seen the website,
this, through your newspapar, is a statement that there will be no
response, formal or otherwise, to irresponsible statements while the
investigation is ongoing. If the website is recpened, or cothers choose
to engage in similar muckraking in the future, the provocation presented
by these events will be addrassed.

David W. Scott,

Ottawa
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