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Dear Mr. Bateman:

Thank you for your e-mail to the Attorney General dated July 1, 2000, regarding the cases
of alleged sexual abuse of young people in Cornwall. Your e-mail message was forwarded
to me by the Attorney General for response.

You have raised a number of issues in your message. Chief among them appears to be
your lack of confidence in our system of justice in relation to the cases of alleged sexual
abuse of young people in Cornwall by persons in positions of authority. | do not share your
view. As you are aware, a special police unit, Project Truth, was formed in 1997 and
continues to re-investigate allegations originally raised by P.C. Perry Dunlop concemning
sexual exploitation of Cornwall youth. As a result of the Project Truth investigations, many
charges have been laid in respect of thirteen individuals in the Cornwall area, including a
number of priests, two lawyers, a doctor and a teacher. Furthermore, several very
competent and experienced Crown counsel have been assigned to the Project Truth
prosecutions. Since these cases are before the court, it would be inappropriate to comment
further. Furthermore, it is my view that a public inquiry into this matter is premature, as it
would jeopardize the fairness of ongoing prosecutions of those who have been charged.

You have asked that the Attorney General consider material that has been posted on
website www.projecttruth.com. | must share with you my concems regarding the
establishment of that website, which has been taken down, although | understand that there
has been some discussion among Cornwall sexual abuse survivors about re-establishing
the website.

| understand that the “project truth” website contained affidavits of anonymous individuals
alleging sexual misconduct by Catholic priests in relation to the affiants and other young
people in the Cornwall area. These affidavits appear to be identical to some of those in the
possession of O.P.P. Project Truth investigators. The identities of the affiants are known



to the official police investigators and indeed some of these affiants will be called as Crown
witnesses on the trials of persons who have been charged by Project Truth. It is not clear
how these affidavits, originally collected as evidence by the police investigators, came to
be in the possession of individuals responsible for setting up the “project truth” website. In
addition another affidavit was published on the website and it suggested an association
between the current Crown attorney in Cornwall and several former prominent members of
the Cornwall community who allegedly constituted a “clan” of homosexual pedophiles.

| do not support the website as it has not served the interests of the Cornwall community.
You have named the website “project truth,” which is the same name as the official police
investigation, which could confuse the public. Members of the public accessing the website
may have been led to believe that it was associated with the O.P.P. Project Truth
investigation and they may be of the view that these investigators have improperly published
the affidavits of victims who reported their experience of sexual abuse. This in turn would
reduce public confidence in the official O.P.P. investigation into allegations of sexual abuse
of young people in the Cornwall community. These investigations are at a critical juncture
with some cases just beginning to come to trial. Victims and other witnesses who may not
have yet come forward to the police may be inhibited from doing so as a result of their
perception that the police, contrary to accepted practices, have disseminated confidential
information. As you can appreciate, reduced public confidence in the official police
investigation has the potential of bringing the administration of local criminal justice into
disrepute.

| wish to thank you again for taking the time to express your concerns to the Attorney
General in this matter.

Yours truly, ?
D S

Murray Segal
Assistant Deputy Attorney General
Criminal Law Division

c: Mr. Garry Guzzo, MPP Ottawa West-Nepean
Mr. John Cleary, MPP Stormont-Dundas-Charlottenburgh
Mr. James Stewart, Director of Crown Operations, East Region
Mr. Murray MacDonald, Crown Attorney, Cornwall
Ms. Shelley Hallett, Counsel, Crown Law Office - Criminal
Det./Insp. Pat Hall, O.P.P. Project Truth






